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CHAPTER 11—the 60s (1960-1980)

Certainly one of the most famous, and most controversial, periods in US history, involving once again the issues of:

1. The US in the global economy
2. Cultural conflicts
3. The role of the federal government and the opposition to it
4. The impact of the media
5. The growing class structure
Colonialism and imperialism—the 19th and 20th century methods for controlling external countries—the “sphere of influence” expanded in the post-war rearrangement of power and control—“national liberation movements”

1. Viet Nam

2. Algeria

3. Africa

a. Kenya (British) 1954-1960 by the Mau Maus

b. Angola (Portugal)

c. Algeria (France)

d. Portuguese Guiana

THE 1960 ELECTION

“The best president money can buy”

Catholicism
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John Patterson and the consequences—Patterson, with the support of the KKK defeated George Wallace for governor of Alabama in 1958

PT 109


The first president born in the 20th century and the youngest ever elected


Televised debates


A “minority” president—JFK beat Nixon 49.7% to 49.5% and Sen. Harry Byrd of VA got the rest and won 14 electoral votes in Mississippi and Alabama, protesting against civil rights legislation
The New Frontier
Camelot and its Dark Side: myth and reality

The “Hour of Maximum Danger”—“Each day the crises multiply. Each day their solution grows more difficult. Each day we draw nearer the hour of maximum danger, as weapons spread and hostile forces grow stronger. I feel I must inform the Congress that our analyses over the last ten days make it clear that - in each of the principal areas of crisis - the tide of events has been running out and time has not been our friend. 

       In Asia, the relentless pressures of the Chinese Communists menace the security of the entire area - from the borders of India and South Viet Nam to the jungles of Laos, struggling to protect its newly-won independence. We seek in Laos what we seek in all Asia, and, indeed, in all of the world - freedom for the people and independence for the government. And this Nation shall persevere in our pursuit of these objectives. 

In Africa, the Congo has been brutally torn by civil strife, political unrest and public disorder. We shall continue to support the heroic efforts of the United Nations to restore peace and order - efforts which are now endangered by mounting tensions, unsolved problems, and decreasing support from many member states. 

      In Latin America, Communist agents seeking to exploit that region's peaceful revolution of hope have established a base on Cuba, only 90 miles from our shores. Our objection with Cuba is not over the people's drive for a better life. Our objection is to their domination by foreign and domestic tyrannies. Cuban social and economic reform should be encouraged. Questions of economic and trade policy can always be negotiated. But Communist domination in this Hemisphere can never be negotiated.”—from JFK State of the Union Speech—January 30, 1961 


Spring, 1960—Students for Democratic Society (SDS) founded—in June 1962, SDS, led by Tom Hayden, issued the Port Huron Statement

1960—Madelyn Murray filed a lawsuit against the Baltimore City Public School System, in which she asserted that it was unconstitutional for her son, William, to be required to participate in Bible readings at Baltimore public schools. In this litigation, she stated that her son's refusal to partake in the Bible readings had resulted in bullying being directed against him by classmates, and that administrators condoned this. After consolidation with Abington School District v. Schempp, the lawsuit reached the Supreme Court of the United States in 1963. The Court voted 8-1 in Murray's favor, which effectively banned coercive prayer and Bible verse recitation at public schools in the United States. Thereafter, she declared herself to have been the leader of the movement to remove prayer from public schools. However, her son William later noted that there were several similar cases before the Supreme Court at the same time, and her case simply happened to be decided first.

April 12, 1961—Yuri Gagarin, the Russian cosmonaut, of the Soviet Union orbits the earth in the Vostok I--


April 17, 1961—Bay of Pigs—originally devised by Eisenhower and then triggered by JFK--some planes from the Alabama Air National Guard, ordered by John Patterson, whom Eisenhower knew from WWII--

June, 1961—JFK and Krushchev met in Vienna—

Alliance for Progress

The Peace Corps

1962


October—the Cuban Missile Crisis

VIET NAM

A lot of JFK involvement in Viet Nam was revealed in The Pentagon Papers, a book published by Daniel Ellsberg in 1971, the secret history ordered by Defense Secretary Robert McNamara in 1967—classified as top secret/not for publication, Ellsberg turned over the files to NY Times reporter Neal Sheehan, with Anthony Russo helping with the copying--
         Why England Slept is the published version of a thesis written (or ghost written, as some critics claim) by JFK in his senior year at Harvard College. Its title was an allusion to Winston Churchill's 1938 book While England Slept, which also examined the buildup of German power. Published in 1940,British government  the book examines the failures of the  to take steps to prevent World War II and is notable for its uncommon stance of not castigating the appeasement policy of the British government at the time, instead suggesting that an earlier confrontation between the United Kingdom and Nazi Germany could well have been more disastrous in the long run. One could consider these to be bold words given that at the time of writing the German army was sweeping across Europe and appeared nearly invincible.


The book was originally intended to be no more than a college thesis – but Kennedy's father, Joseph P. Kennedy, Sr., always keen to elevate his son's reputation, helped polish the book and bring it to publication. As ambassador to Britain, the elder Kennedy supported Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain's policy of appeasement during the late 1930s. Kennedy lived with his father in Britain at that time and witnessed the Luftwaffe's bombings of Britain first-hand. The book's introduction was written by Henry R. Luce.


The country had been divided along the DMZ by the Geneva Accords of 1954, which was an international conference that considered the division of the country at the very moment that the French were engaged in the battle of Dien Bien Phu, between the French and the Vietminh, led by Ho Chi Minh—French colonial empire was dissolving because the Algerians also demanded independence—Viet Nam was divided into two countries and the National Liberation Front (NLF), or Viet Cong, wanted to unify Viet Nam, even though the US propaganda claimed the “north” was invading “the south,” as if it were a separate country—one historical question is whether the North Vietnamese “created” the NLF or did it arise from the terrible conditions in south Viet Nam?—“network of infiltration” (Roark, p. 1071) down the Ho Chi Minh Trail (raising the question of whether people can “infiltrate” their own country--US supported “imperialism,” control through financial methods rather than colonialism—

Kennedy’s Catholicism, which had been a major campaign issue, also influenced his support for Ngo Dinh Diem, the Catholic premier of South Viet Nam, whom Dean Rusk called “an oriental despot”-—many South Vietnamese were Buddhists

Kennedy began to sending 9,000 “advisers” and started dropping napalm on the countryside—a major issue of which president “involved” the US in Viet Nam: JFK or LBJ—with US approval, on November 1, 1963, a group of army officers overthrew Diem and executed him the next day—there was a fear that Diem would try to create a coalition government, including parties from the North, which Rusk thought would be “tantamount to treason”

It was speculated, and some taped discussions support the claim, that JFK wanted to withdraw from Viet Nam after the 1964 election and LBJ was strongly opposed to any “surrender”—

June 26, 1963—“Ich bin ein Berliner” speech at the wall—


IRAQ--In 1963, the Kennedy administration backed a coup against the government of Iraq headed by General Abdel Karim Kassem, who five years earlier had deposed the Western-allied Iraqi monarchy, in what was called The July 14 Revolution--the CIA helped the new Ba'ath Party government led by Abdul Salam Arif in ridding the country of suspected leftists and Communists. In a Ba'athist coup, the government used lists of suspected Communists and other leftists provided by the CIA, to systematically murder untold numbers of Iraq's educated elite—killings in which Saddam Hussein himself is said to have participated. The victims included hundreds of doctors, teachers, technicians, lawyers, and other professionals as well as military and political figures. According to an op-ed in the New York Times, the U.S. sent arms to the new regime, weapons later used against the same Kurdish insurgents the U.S. supported against Kassem and then abandoned him. American and UK oil and other interests, including Mobil, Bechtel, and British Petroleum, were conducting business in Iraq.
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INFLATION—a major concern led to a confrontation between JFK and Roger Blough of US Steel, who came to the White House in April, 1962, to show JFK the announcement that US Steel was raising prices by 3%--JFK called them SOBs and threatened to move federal contracts from US Steel to companies which had not raised prices—in a press conference on April 11, 1962, JFK stated “Some time ago I asked each American to consider what he would do for his country and I asked the steel companies. In the last 24 hours we had their answer.”—on April 13, the six major steel companies retracted the price increases—as Judith Stein emphasizes, the US at this time had an “industrial policy,” that was so important that the President got involved in the internal workings and disputes of the steel industry, a policy which was revoked, in effect, by Reagan in 1980 as he withdrew government activism in private industry

November 22, 1963—Dealy Plaza--on Friday, the conspiracy to assassinate—by whom?—another day that everyone remembers where we were when it happened
THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Began with the first slave that was brought to the US, even though historians make it seem as if the movements of the post-war period were somehow disconnected—race became a dividing political issue, used by the Republicans to regain national political control between 1968-2008—even though the most visible activities of civil rights were in the 60s, the movement had had a long history

“That was the 1960s: a time not just of civil rights breakthroughs, but of many questions of what it was to be black.  It formed the idea I have today: that being black is not what others say I should be or should do, but what I say I should be or should do as a person.  You have to deal with me, not the other way around”—Zennie Abraham (May, 2010).

Two part strategy for the civil rights movement:

1. Legal challenges:



a. Shelley Vs Kraemer (1948)--This decision held that "racially restrictive covenants" in property deeds are unenforceable. In this case, the "covenants" were terms or obligations in property deeds that limited property rights to Caucasians, excluding members of other races.
 

         b. Brown v Board of Education (1954)—segregated schools were unconstitutional—WBA claims this was “the most significant Supreme Court decision of the twentieth century” (608)—even though Eisenhower disagreed with the decision, he ordered the desegregation of the DC school system—also desegregated navy yards and VA hospitals
                                c. Loving Vs. Virginia (1967) -- This decision holds that state laws prohibiting inter-racial marriage are unconstitutional
                                d. Griggs vs. Duke Power (1971) -- In this case, the Court decided that certain education requirements and intelligence tests used as conditions of employment acted to exclude African-American job applicants, did not relate to job performance, and were prohibited

2. Social movements, overlaid with class, religious and gender issues, as had been true of the civil rights movement since the civil war—WBA claims that the increased civil rights movement of the 1960s “had its ideological roots in the sense that all things were finally possible in affluent, postwar America. . . this ‘earthly perfectionism’ like that which motivated abolitionists William Lloyd Garrison and John Brown before the Civil War and socialist Eugene Debs and reformer Jane Addams early in the twentieth century, gave enormous spirit and energy to the social movements.” (p. 607)

Civil disobedience


The Black Bourgeoisie (1957)—published in England by E. Franklin Frazier—described the result of the “talented 10th,” as expressed by DuBois—a certain strata of the black community achieved economic success and became socially conservative—“institutionalized,” like Daddy King—became a negative force as the movement developed—clearly seen in both Montgomery and Memphis—13 years apart and the federal programs tried to co-opt the leadership and most aggressive participants in the movement—“poverty pimps”


The Montgomery Bus Boycott (December 1, 1955)—Rosa Parks lived in a totally segregated town where the Confederate flag flew over the state capitol—the nearby Maxwell Air Force base was integrated—she was arrested for refusing the order of bus driver (and union member) James Blake, who in 1943 had told Parks to get off the bus and re-enter by the back door and then drove off, leaving her in the rain--shortly before being arrested on December 1, 1955, she had completed a course in "Race Relations" at the Highlander Folk School in Tennessee where non-violent civil-disobedience had been discussed as a tactic—billboards later appeared in Montgomery claiming it was “Communist training school”--Parks was working with E.D. Nixon of the Montgomery NAAACP to look for a test case—originally wanted black teenager Claudette Coleman, who was also arrested in 1955 for refusing to give up her seat, after having written a paper for her high school class on the prohibition against black people trying on clothes in department stores--but she was pregnant by an order married man (legally statutory rape) and Parks was evaluated as a more respectable candidate—“I was not tired physically. . .I was not old. . .No, the only tired I was, was tired of giving in”--with help from Rev. Ralph Abernathy, they created the Montgomery Improvement association (MIA) over the weekend and created the bus boycott, with MLK, of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, as its head because he was new in town and had not been intimidated by white ruling class or black accomodationists—also the pattern of hiring the “outside agitator” that Nixon learned from the union—

Jo Ann Robinson, who had been verbally abused by a bus driver in Montgomery in 1949, was the head of the women’s Political Council, circulated this leaflet to all of the black churches on Sunday: "Another woman has been arrested and thrown in jail because she refused to get up out of her seat on the bus for a white person to sit down. It is the second time since the Claudette Colvin case that a Negro woman has been arrested for the same thing. This has to be stopped. Negroes have rights too, for if Negroes did not ride the buses, they could not operate. Three-fourths of the riders are Negro, yet we are arrested, or have to stand over empty seats. If we do not do something to stop these arrests, they will continue. The next time it may be you, or your daughter, or mother. This woman's case will come up on Monday. We are, therefore, asking every Negro to stay off the buses Monday in protest of the arrest and trial. Don't ride the buses to work, to town, to school, or anywhere on Monday. You can afford to stay out of school for one day if you have no other way to go except by bus. You can also afford to stay out of town for one day. If you work, take a cab, or walk. But please, children and grown-ups, don't ride the bus at all on Monday. Please stay off all buses Monday.”


For her activities, Robinson got 17 traffic tickets in two months—King’s house was firebombed—“I’m not walking for myself, I’m walking for my children and my grandchildren”--
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King made his first famous speech “there lived a great people”—boycott was successful and an estimated 50,000 blacks participated—cut city revenues by 6.5%--in December, 1956, the US Supreme Court ruled that segregation in public transportation was unconstitutional—the social struggle was opposed by the White Citizens Council, and by some black clergy, but it lasted for 381 days—network of black taxi drivers, car pools, marches—

Southern Christian Leadership Conference—organized in January, 1957, by MLK, Bayard Rustin and Ella Baker—called meeting of 60 clergymen at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta


Civil Rights Act of 1957—created a Civil Rights Commission and gave power to the Justice Department to go to court in cases where blacks were denied the right to vote—also passed the Civil Rights Act of 1960--


Central High School in Little Rock, AR (1957)—when Gov. Orville Faubus sent National Guardsmen to block the entrance to the school, and a violent crowd attacked six black teenagers, Eisenhower sent US paratroopers of 82nd airborne—the first military intervention in the south since Reconstruction—Richard Russell claimed the troops were “Hitler’s storm troopers”--Faubus then shut all Little Rock schools for a year—

1958--Robert F. Williams (1925-1996)—claimed that at age 11 he saw a black woman beaten by Jesse Helms, Sr., a police officer--defended two black teenagers accused of kissing a white girl in the “Kissing Case”(1958)--organizes the Black Armed Guard in Monroe, NC, in response to the 15,000 local KKK members—in 1962, he wrote an autobiography, Negroes with Guns, and travelled to Africa, Cuba and finally China—Rosa Parks delivered the eulogy at his funeral


July, 1958—the Youth Council of the Wichita, KA NAACP, led by Ronald Waters—who later taught at Howard University and at UMCP and died on September 10, 2010—sat in at the Dockum Drug Store for more than three weeks before the owner gave in and served them, stating: “Serve them. I’m losing too much money.”—there was a similar sit-in in Oklahoma City at the same time, two years before the more famous one in Greensboro


George Wallace, later to become a famous opponent of the civil rights movement, was defeated by John Patterson in Alabama's Democratic gubernatorial primary election in 1958, which at the time was the decisive election, the general election still almost always being a mere formality. This was a political crossroads for Wallace. Patterson ran with the support of the Ku Klux Klan, an organization Wallace had spoken against, while Wallace was endorsed by the NAACP. After the election, aide Seymore Trammell recalled Wallace saying, "Seymore, you know why I lost that governor's race?  . . . I was outniggered by John Patterson. And I'll tell you here and now, I will never be outniggered again," although Wallace would later deny that he said this. In the wake of his defeat, Wallace adopted a hard-line segregationist policy, and used this stand to court the white vote in the next gubernatorial election. When a supporter asked why he started using racist messages, Wallace replied, "You know, I tried to talk about good roads and good schools and all these things that have been part of my career, and nobody listened. And then I began talking about niggers, and they stomped the floor.”

The Greensboro Sit-Ins (February, 1960)—four students from North Carolina A & T sat in at Woolworths—John Lewis said that it was like “a crusade” and an estimated 70,000 students participated across the upper south—when asked how long they had been planning the protest, the students answered: “All our lives”

Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) founded in 1960, an integrated militant civil rights group—“commando raiders”—a decentralized organization, in contrast to the top-down structure of SCLC--

Freedom Rides (1961)—organized by the Congress on Racial Equality (CORE), headed by James Farmer—refused JFK’s plea to stop—riders were beaten in Alabama and finally Robert Kennedy sent in federal marshals—only 400 freedom riders but got enormous publicity—

Summer, 1961—SNCC started the Voter Education Project, with federal support because all of the new voters were Democrats--


Fannie Lou Hamer (1917-1977)—became the leader in Ruleville, MS, of the voter registration campaign—later the central figure in the protest at the 1964 Democratic Convention—“I am sick and tired of being sick and tired”

September, 1962—James Meredith registers at The University of Mississippi—

January 14, 1963—George Wallace sworn in as governor of Alabama standing on the gold star marking the spot where, 102 years prior, Jefferson Davis was sworn in as President of the Confederate States of America—in his inauguration speech, he proclaims: “In the name of the greatest people that have ever trod this earth, I draw the line in the dust and toss the gauntlet before the feet of tyranny, and I say segregation now, segregation tomorrow, segregation forever.”
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FBI opened a secret file on Malcolm X (March, 1963) after hearing him described as a Communist--Malcolm X advocated the complete separation of African Americans from white people. He proposed the establishment of a separate country for black people as an interim measure until African Americans could return to Africa. Malcolm X also rejected the civil rights movement's strategy of nonviolence and instead advocated that black people use any necessary means of self-defense to protect themselves.

Birmingham, AL—starting in April, 1963—local clergy, working with the SXCLC, set a goal of integrating downtown merchants—opposed by Sheriff Eugene “Bull” Connor, who set dogs and firehouses on the protesters and became famous when these demonstrations were on TV around the world—when MLK was arrested in April, he wrote the famous Letter from the Birmingham Jail, with the discussion of direct action and timeliness—reflected the split in the movement and the opposition to aggressive tactics by conservative black (and white) ministers http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Letter_Birmingham.html 

[image: image5.jpg]



The bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church on September 15, 1963, killed four young girls—dynamite set by four members of the United Klans, but the case was “unsolved” until 1977—George Wallace had said that to stop integration Alabama needed a "few first-class funerals"-- The city of Birmingham initially offered a $52,000 reward for the arrest of the bombers and Governor George Wallace offered an additional $5,000--MLK wired Wallace that "the blood of four little children ... is on your hands. Your irresponsible and misguided actions have created in Birmingham and Alabama the atmosphere that has induced continued violence and now murder."-- three days after the tragedy, former Birmingham police commissioner Bull Connor inflamed tensions by saying to a crowd of 2,550 people at a Citizen's Council meeting, "If you're going to blame anyone for getting those children killed in Birmingham, it's your Supreme Court."

June, 1963—Medgar Evers assassinated in Jackson, MS--


June 11, 1963—to prevent the admission of black students to the University of Alabama, George Wallace “stands in the schoolhouse door” until being displaced by federal marshals—in May, 1963, Wallace said: "The President [Kennedy] wants us to surrender this state to Martin Luther King and his group of pro-Communists who have instituted these demonstrations." 


JFK introduces Civil Rights Bill (June, 1963) -- giving all Americans the right to be served in facilities which are open to the public—hotels, restaurants, theaters, retail stores, and similar establishments," as well as "greater protection for the right to vote."—emulated the Civil Rights Act of 1875 and was directed at public accommodations--
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March on Washington (August 28, 1963)—MLK, who had first appeared on the cover of Time Magazine in 1957, became an international celebrity—tensions in the movement over relations with the Kennedy administration


December, 1963—Malcolm X remarks that the Kennedy assassination is “a case of the chickens coming home to roost”


Freedom Summer (1964) was organized by SNCC, and not supported by NAACP or SCLC—headed by Robert Moses, 90% of the volunteers were white—focused for the 10-week period on Mississippi—only registered 1,200 new voters—80 volunteers were beaten up, 35 black churches were burned and more than 1,000 volunteers were arrested—Goodman, Chaney and Schwerner (June, 1964)—murdered in Philadelphia, MS during voter registration campaign sponsored by CORE—both Goodman and Schwerner were white Jewish college students from NYC—

Equal Pay Act of 1963—amended The Fair Labor Standards Act to include equal pay for equal work—

May 8, 1964—Malcolm X leaves the Nation of Islam—claims its religious teachings are “too rigid”--


Civil Rights Act of 1964 (July 2, 1964)—was revived by LBJ as a memorial to Kennedy and after the March on Washington--included “sex,” thanks to Howard W. Smith, and Title VII, which included the workplace, and voting protections—established EEOC--allowed any employer to avoid the law for refusing to hire members of the Communist Party or any other organization on the subversive list-- 


Key to the passage of the Civil Rights Act was not just the congressional maneuvers, but also the public pressure, which was fed by a campaign in St. Augustine, Florida, the "nation's oldest city" in the spring and summer of 1964-- led by Dr. Robert Hayling, who called on college students to spend their spring break protesting and not at the beach, and MLK, who found new energy in this campaign, which was more direct than the economic campaigns he wanted to run--graphic incidents in St. Augustine, including 
· the arrest of Dr. King at a segregated restaurant, 
· the largest mass arrest of rabbis in American history, 
· the arrest of Mary Parkman Peabody the 72-year-old mother of the governor of Massachusetts, “Chub” Peabody, 
· wade-ins at St. Augustine Beach, 
· many brutal beatings, and 
· the pouring of acid in a motel pool when an integrated group was swimming 

Democratic Convention (Atlantic City—August, 1964)—the Freedom Democrats protested the seating of the segregated Mississippi delegation—
Lawrence Guyot was the head of the party but was in jail and could not go to Atlantic city so Fannie Lou Hamer --Walter Reuther and Joseph Rau tried to create a compromise—major disillusion of many in the civil rights movement with the Democratic party—another split--

1964 Election--LBJ elected over Goldwater in one of the most decisive votes in history—George Wallace, who announced his opposition to JFK and his decision to run against him in the primaries on November 15-20, in Dallas--ironically or appropriately—on the basis of opposition to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and for states rights--also ran in the Democratic primaries, getting 1/3 of the votes in Wisconsin, Maryland and Indiana—the election was critical for several reasons:
1. the “peace” movement considered LBJ to be the “peace” candidate and “holding our noses,” voted for him even though there were a number of other candidates

a. Eric Haas—Socialist Labor Party

b. Clifton DeBerry—Socialist workers Party

c. Earle Munn—Prohibition Party

d. John Kasper—States Rights

e. Joseph Lightburn—Constitution

2. As described in The Republican Noise Machine, a group of conservatives, financed by wealthy right-wingers, decided to support Goldwater as a means to begin to reverse the culture of the New Deal—the group, which included William Rehnquist—later the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court—realized that Goldwater would be badly beaten but they visualized a movement
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February 21, 1965—Malcolm X assassinated at the Audubon Ballroom in Harlem—born Malcolm Little in Omaha, NE, he converted to Islam in the Charlestown State Prison in MA and took the “X” representing “the family name we could never know” as descendents from slaves--from 1952-1964, as a spokesman for The Nation of Islam, he became one of the most visible participants in the civil rights movement—he advocated for black separatism and for self-defense but converted to Sunni Muslim in 1964, made a pilgrimage to Mecca  and left the Nation of Islam—there were prominent conflicts over tactics with Martin Luther King, who continued to advocate non-violence while Malcolm X advocated “by any means necessary”----he became famous, or infamous, for stating after the JFK assassination that "chickens coming home to roost never did make me sad; they've always made me glad"—Malcolm X referred to the assassination of Patrice Lumumba of the Congo, Medgar Evers and the four little girls in the Birmingham church--

Voting Rights Act of 1965 (August 6, 1965)—echoed the 15h Amendment, which had stated that “the rights of U.S. citizens to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude."—further extension of federal power and passed by substantial majorities in both the House and Senate—passed after Alabama authorities used the National Guard to suppress a massive voter registration drive in Selma, AL—authorized hundreds of federal agents to go as registrars—outlawed the southern practice of using literacy tests or poll taxes as part of the voter registration--
Watts Riot (August 11, 1965)—a routine traffic stop In the poor black community of Los Angeles led to days of rioting with 34 dead, thousands injured and nearly 4,000 arrested- on Aug. 11, 1965, patrolman Lee Minikus stopped driver Marquette Frye. A scuffle ensues, and Frye, his mother and brother are arrested in front of a restive crowd. Watts erupts, with thousands setting fires, fighting with police and motorists, and looting mostly white-owned businesses. The National Guard is brought in, and days later, the curfew is lifted--34 people dead; thousands arrested; thousands injured. Property damage: $40 million. Here are some videos of the riots--http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Watts+riots+-charlie&go=&form=msnhal#     
          A commission, chaired by John McCone, issued a report about the situation--The McCone Commission report--published in December, 1965 but was not well received. The California Advisory Committee to the US Commission on Civil Rights claimed that "the report is elementary, superficial, unorganized and unimaginative... and... a marked and surprising lack of understanding of the civil rights movement.... The McCone Commission failed totally to make any findings concerning the existence or nonexistence of police malpractices."—McCone, a former director of the CIA, was an odd choice (or not) to head the commission--McCone told his friends in 1948 that the Soviets intended to achieve “world domination”. I. F. Stone described him as a “rightest Catholic… a man with holy war views.”

November 1965—Julian Bond elected to Georgia House of Representatives—in January 1966, the House voted not to seat him because he publicly endorsed SNCC’s opposition to the Viet Nam invasion--


Black Power—created by Stokely Carmichael of SNCC in the summer, 1966 in a speech in Greenwood, MS, after James Meredith was shot by a sniper during his March Against Fear, walking alone from Memphis to Jackson--sign of splintering over goal and tactics of the movement—


October 15, 1966—founding of the Black Panther Party in Oakland, CA by Bobby Seale and Huey P. Newton—called by J. Edgar Hoover “the greatest threat to the internal security of the country,”

Beyond Viet Nam: A Times to Break Silence (April 4, 1967)—speech given by MLK at Riverside Church in New York to Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Viet Nam—joined civil rights, poverty, economic inequality and the invasion—created conflict in the civil rights movement because it broadened the issue—

April 28, 1967—Muhammed Ali refused induction into the Army in Houston-- "I ain't got no quarrel with them Viet Cong ... They never called me nigger”—

June 13, 1967—Thurgood Marshall was appointed to the Supreme Court, the first black justice, by LBJ, who stated this was "the right thing to do, the right time to do it, the right man and the right place" –he retired in 1991 and, as a strong liberal, was disappointed and angry that President Bush named Clarence Thomas to succeed him 

July, 1967—Newark and Detroit riots—

July 12-17—Newark riot

July 23, 1967—Detroit-- http://www.67riots.rutgers.edu/d_index.htm–started when Detroit police closed a “blind pig” where friends were celebrating the return from Viet Nam of two friends—by the end, 43 were dead and 1,300 buildings were destroyed

The National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders, known as the Kerner Commission after its chair, Governor Otto Kerner, Jr. of Illinois, was an 11-member commission established by President Lyndon B. Johnson to investigate the causes of the 1967 race riots in the United States and to provide recommendations for the future. Johnson appointed the commission on July 28, 1967, while rioting was still underway in Detroit, Michigan. The long, hot summers since 1965 had brought riots in the black sections of many major cities, including Los Angeles (Watts Riot of 1965), Chicago (Division Street Riots of 1966), and Newark (1967 Newark riots)-- in his remarks upon signing the order establishing the Commission, Johnson asked for answers to three basic questions about the riots: "What happened? Why did it happen? What can be done to prevent it from happening again and again?"—the Report was released on February 29, 1968 after seven months of investigation. The report became an instant best-seller, and over two million Americans bought copies of the 426-page document. Its finding was that the riots resulted from black frustration at lack of economic opportunity—Martin Luther King, himself changing the focus of the civil rights movement from political equality to economic improvement, pronounced the report a "physician's warning of approaching death, with a prescription for life.”--the report berated federal and state governments for failed housing, education and social-service policies. The report also aimed some of its sharpest criticism at the mainstream media. "The press has too long basked in a white world looking out of it, if at all, with white men's eyes and white perspective."The report's most infamous passage warned, "Our nation is moving toward two societies, one black, one white—-separate and unequal."
 
Poor Peoples Campaign (November, 1967)—King begins to combine social and economic issues—SCLC wanted Congress to pass a new Economic Bill of Rights—

November 30, 1967—Eugene McCarthy announces candidacy for President—
Was 1968 a turning point of US history, like 1776, 1861, 1932, 1941?

December 31, 1967—the Yippies (Youth International Party) founded—the Yippie flag was frequently seen at anti-war demonstrations-- flag had a black background with a five pointed red star in the center, and a green cannabis leaf superimposed over it--The Yippie "New Nation" concept called for the creation of alternative, counterculture institutions (food co-ops, underground newspapers, free clinics, etc.). Yippies believed these cooperative institutions and a radicalized hippie culture would spread until they supplanted the existing system. Paul Krassner, one of the founders, wrote in a January 2007 article in the Los Angeles Times:


We needed a name to signify the radicalization of hippies, and I came up with 
Yippie as a label for a phenomenon that already existed, an organic coalition of 
psychedelic hippies and political activists. In the process of cross-fertilization at 
antiwar demonstrations, we had come to share an awareness that there was a 
linear connection between putting kids in prison for smoking pot in this country 
and burning them to death with napalm on the other side of the planet. 


Tet Offensive
(January 31, 1968) changed the attitude of the war—all reports had been optimistic about “winning” the invasion but the Tet Offensive showed the military strength of the NLF—80,000 troops struck more than 100 towns, including 36 of the 44 provincial capitals—some of the sieges lasted for months, including the battle at Khe Sanh

February 11, 1968—strike of Memphis sanitation workers starts—

February 27, 1968--Walter Cronkite's (often called “the most trusted man in the United States”) editorial on the "CBS Evening News: “To say that we are closer to victory today is to believe, in the face of the evidence, the optimists who have been wrong in the past. To suggest we are on the edge of defeat is to yield to unreasonable pessimism. To say that we are mired in stalemate seems the only realistic, yet unsatisfactory, conclusion. On the off chance that military and political analysts are right, in the next few months we must test the enemy's intentions, in case this is indeed his last big gasp before negotiations. But it is increasingly clear to this reporter that the only rational way out then will be to negotiate, not as victors, but as an honorable people who lived up to their pledge to defend democracy, and did the best they could. This is Walter Cronkite. Good night.” 

In 2009, Frank Mankiewicz revealed that he had supported Cronkite as a VP nominee to run with George McGovern—claimed the country would have been much different without Viet Nam/Watergate--

LBJ reported said: “If I've lost Cronkite, I've lost Middle America” and on March 31, announced his decision not to run again

February 29, 1968--Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders or Kerner Report was released on February 29, 1968 after seven months of investigation. The report became an instant best-seller, and over two million Americans bought copies of the 426-page document. Its finding was that the riots resulted from black frustration at lack of economic opportunity. MLK pronounced the report a "physician's warning of approaching death, with a prescription for life”--the report berated federal and state governments for failed housing, education and social-service policies. The report also aimed some of its sharpest criticism at the mainstream media. "The press has too long basked in a white world looking out of it, if at all, with white men's eyes and white perspective"--The report's most infamous passage warned, "Our nation is moving toward two societies, one black, one white—-separate and unequal"—the Kerner Commission, named for IL governor Otto Kerner, was appointed by LBJ on July 28, 1967, while rioting was still going on in Detroit, and looked for causes of riots in Watts (1965), Chicago (1966) and Newark (1967)

March 12, 1968—McCarthy almost defeats LBJ in New Hampshire primary—the “get clean for Gene” movement-- McCarthy won 42% of the primary vote to Johnson's 49%, an amazingly strong showing for such a challenger, and one which gave McCarthy's campaign legitimacy and momentum--momentum ended when Bobby Kennedy announced his candidacy four days later, on March 16--McCarthy supporters cried betrayal and vowed to defeat Kennedy. Murray Kempton, an influential liberal journalist and McCarthy supporter, bitterly criticized Kennedy for waiting to enter the primaries until McCarthy had shown that Johnson was vulnerable. Kempton wrote that Kennedy "was like a man who comes down from the hills after the battle and shoots the wounded."
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March 17 – huge peace rally outside the U.S. Embassy in London's Grosvenor Square turned to a riot with 86 people injured and over 200 arrested. Over 10,000 had rallied peacefully in Trafalgar Square but met a police barricade outside the embassy. A UK Foreign Office report claimed that the rioting had been organized by 100 members of the German SDS who were "acknowledged experts in methods of riot against the police".


March 31, 1968—LBJ announces that he will not run again


April 4, 1968—MLK assassinated in Memphis—rioting in cities like Baltimore, where the National Guard was called out—to recognize the 40th  anniversary, the University of Baltimore sponsored a whole project on the riots and the consequences-- http://archives.ubalt.edu/bsr/index.html 

May, 1968—Resurrection City in Mall in DC erected by Poor Peoples Campaign as a memorial to MLK--


1968—Revolutionary Workers Union Movements—started in the Detroit auto plants


· May, 1968--DRUM (Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement)—started after the discharge of Major Baker--



· November 10, 1968—first meeting of the ELRUM (Eldon Avenue Revolutionary Union Movement)—

· White backlash—“Paint your face black and you can get anything” on a sign in an auto plant next to a car of shoe polish


June, 5, 1968—assasination of Robert Kennedy after winning the California primary over McCarthy by a 46%-42%—in the Ambassador Hotel by, among others, Sirhan Sirhan—
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1968 Democratic Convention—(August 26—29)--huge demonstrations in the streets of Chicago as pressure form the outside—with the decision by LBJ not to run, and the controversies in the primaries, the Democratic Party was fractured on the inside by LBJ’s policies on Viet Nam and by the concern that the Democrats were losing the white working-class male voters—10,000 protestors, 23,000 police and National Guard

The Yippies (Youth International Party)--on August 23, the Yippies, led by Jerry Rubin and Phil Ochs, held their own “nominating convention” and nominated Pegasus, a pig—“one pig’s as good as another”--after the demonstrations, The Chicago 7 were indicted and the famous trial, in front of Judge Julius Hoffman, was held—eventually all of the defendants were acquitted on appeal--


August 28—the “police riot,” started when a US flag was lowered and police broke through demonstration lines—the tear gas was so strong that it bothered Humphrey in the shower-- the most famous image of the Chicago demonstrations of 1968 was the police assault in front of the Hilton Hotel. The entire event took place on TV for seventeen minutes, live, with the crowd shouting, “The whole world is watching”–once again, the power of the national media—reporters like Walter Cronkite and Tom Brokaw were publicly outraged and so commented on TV--worked against the Democrats when Nixon/Agnew ran on a “law-and-order” platform

October 16, 1968—at the Summer Olympics in Mexico City, Tommie Smith and John Carlos gave the black power salute on the stand during the playing of The Star Spangled Banner--
THE ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT


Started in 1963 and grew until 1968, when many participants were diverted into supporting McCarthy or Bobby Kennedy—in 1962, Benjamin Spock became the most visible participant—the bombing of North Viet Nam in February, 1965 increased the movement—the draft, and its consequences, was a key factor in arousing the interest of white “middle class” students and their families--

Three movements:

1. Electoral—support peace candidates although in 1964, LBJ was considered the “peace” candidate and the early anti-war and student movements did not oppose him--
2. Mass demonstrations to pressure elected officials

3. Civil disobedience—draft resistance, sit-ins--

http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/vietnam/antiwar.html 

December, 1964—The Free Speech movement at Cal Berkeley, started by students who had participated in Freedom Summer—protested the links between the military and the university

October, 1965—Viet Nam Day—protests at Berkeley—


1966-the Fort Hood Three—soldiers who refused deployment to Viet Nam:

We represent in our backgrounds a cross section of the Army and of America. James Johnson is a Negro, David Samas is of Lithuanian and Italian parents, Dennis Mora is a Puerto Rican. We speak as American soldiers. 

         We have been in the army long enough to know that we are not the only G.l.’s who feel as we do. Large numbers of men in the service either do not understand this war or are against it. . . . Once back in Texas we were told that we were on levy to Vietnam. All we had discussed and thought about now was real. It was time for us to quit talking and decide. Go to Vietnam and ignore the truth or stand and fight for what we know is right. 

         We have made our decision. We will not be a part of this unjust, immoral, and illegal war. We want no part of a war of extermination. We oppose the criminal waste of American lives and resources. We refuse to go to Vietnam!! 

March, 1967—Resistance founded—sponsored draft card burnings—


April, 1967—demonstration of 300,000 against the war in New York City

April, 1967-- One of the most visible protests came when heavyweight boxing champion Muhammad Ali, who changed his name from Cassius Clay in 1964 when he became a Black Muslim, declared himself a conscientious objector and refused to go to war. According to a writer for Sports Illustrated, the governor of Illinois called Ali "disgusting" and the governor of Maine said that Ali "should be held in utter contempt by every patriotic American." In 1967 Ali was sentenced to 5 years in prison for draft evasion, but his conviction was later overturned on appeal. In addition, he was stripped of his title and banned from professional boxing for more than three years—the draft refusal was part of his history because he had a confrontation in his home town of Louisville, KY in 1960 after winning the gold medal at the Summer Olympics: After being refused service by a waitress at a "whites-only" restaurant, and then fighting with a white gang, a disgusted Clay threw his gold medal into the Ohio River. 

October, 1967—Stop the Draft Week


November, 1967—demonstration of 50,000 surrounded the Pentagon—the famous Abhie Hoffman plan to “levitate” the building and there was major civil disobedience--



By the end of 1967, the big question: were we winning the war and, if not, what could be done? The question assumed, of course, that the war could be “won” as the US had accomplished in previous wars, not recognizing that the conflict was altogether different and needed different strategies, which the leadership—all of whom were veterans of WWII—could not provide—

A period of real concern and debate in the US, intensified by the Tet Offensive in January, 1968, which made it clear that most of the military stories were lies--according to public opinion polls, the percentage of Americans who believed that the U.S. had made a mistake by sending troops to Vietnam rose from 25 percent in 1965 to 45 percent by December 1967--in an address at the National Press Club on 21 November, 1967,  General William Westmoreland, the commander of the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV), reported that, as of the end of 1967, the communists were "unable to mount a major offensive. . . I am absolutely certain that whereas in 1965 the enemy was winning, today he is certainly losing...We have reached an important point when the end begins to come into view."—General Bruce Palmer, one of Westmoreland's three Field Force commanders, claimed that "the Viet Cong has been defeated" and that "He can't get food and he can't recruit. He has been forced to change his strategy from trying to control the people on the coast to trying to survive in the mountains."

In 2010, a group of retiring Senators and Congressmen were asked if the recent years were “the most divisive” in Washington and all of them responded that the bitter conflicts of the 1960s were worse—
The 1968 ELECTION—considered a major change in the country since it shattered the New Deal Coalition that had basically governed since 1932—issues of social class and race—a very close election that was not resolved until the next day—the key states were California, Ohio and Illinois, which Nixon won by less than 3%--if Humphrey had won these states, he would have been elected—from 1968-1008, the Republican Party basically controlled national politics--
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Richard Nixon/Spiro Agnew, the Governor of Maryland and former County Executive from Baltimore County—ironically, Agnew had been elected Governor in 1966 as a “liberal,” over George Mahoney, a confirmed segregationist  who slogan “Your home is your castle. Protect it” was a segregationist slogan—

The beginning of the “red” states—Midwest and south—the southern strategy—“law and order”—the counter/counter-culture—made public their opposition to Earl Warren and the decision of the Supreme Court—in the primaries, Nixon beat Ronald Reagan, who was elected governor of California in 1966, defeating Pat Brown and establishing the Republican Party in that state—Pat Brown defeated Nixon for California governor in 1962, leading to the famous remark: “you won't have Nixon to kick around anymore, because, gentlemen, this is my last press conference.”

Hubert Humphrey/Edmund Muskie—took the “border” states-New England, Texas, MN and WA--


George Wallace/Curtis Lemay as The American Independent Party—Lemay had led bombing runs over Japan in WWII, and headed a company in which George Wallace was a sergeant, headed the Berlin Airlift in 1947 and advocated bombing missile sites in Cuba in 1961 and using nuclear bombs in Viet Nam—“Let’s bomb them back to the stone age”--took 46 electoral votes, all in the south—also got a lot of blue collar votes in northern states, taking them from Humphrey--

Also on the ballot in two or more states were 
· Eldridge Cleaver for the Peace and Freedom Party—“You’re either part of the solution or you’re part of the problem”
· Henning Blomen for the Socialist Labor Party, 
· Fred Halstead for the Socialist Workers Party, 
· E. Harold Munn for the Prohibition Party, and 
· Charlene Mitchell -- the first African-American woman to run for president on the Communist Party ticket
· Comedians Dick Gregory and Pat Paulsen were notable write-in candidates. 

In the end, the Vietnam War became the one remaining problem Humphrey could not overcome. In October, Humphrey— who still trailed Nixon in the polls— began to publicly distance himself from the Johnson administration on the Vietnam War, calling for a bombing halt--key turning point for Humphrey's campaign came when President Johnson officially announced a bombing halt, and even a possible peace deal, the weekend before the election. The "Halloween Peace" gave Humphrey's campaign a badly needed boost. In addition, Senator Eugene McCarthy finally endorsed Humphrey in late October after previously refusing to do so, and by Election Day the polls were reporting a dead heat. 

Tipped off in advance by Henry Kissinger of the bombing halt and the possible peace deal, and fearing this “October surprise” might cost them the election, the Nixon campaign  “set out to sabotage the Paris peace negotiations on Vietnam,” according to Clark Clifford—using Anna Chennault, the widow of WWII hero Claire Chennault, commander of the Flying Tigers, as a conduit, they privately assured the South Vietnamese military rulers that an incoming Republican regime would offer them a better deal than would a Democratic one. The tactic "worked", in that the South Vietnamese junta withdrew from the talks on the eve of the election, thereby destroying the peace initiative on which the Democrats had based their campaign.” Intelligence sources gave President Johnson reason to suspect Nixon of such "political sabotage." In a private conversation with Republican Senator Everett Dirksen, LBJ called it "treason."—LBJ got the information by wiretapping his opponents illegally—
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June, 1969—the Weatherpeople (“You don’t need a weatherman to know which way the wind is blowing”—Bob Dylan in “Subterranean Homesick Blues”) split from SDS—led by William Ayres—participated in the Days of Rage demonstration in Chicago and blew up a statute that commemorated the Haymarket massacre—in December, 1969, Ayres participated in the "War Council" meeting in Flint, Michigan. Two major decisions came out of the "War Council." The first was to immediately begin a violent, armed struggle (e.g., bombings and armed robberies) against the state without attempting to organize or mobilize a broad swath of the public. The second was to create underground collectives in major cities throughout the country. Larry Grathwohl, was a FBI informant in the Weatherman group from the fall of 1969 to the spring of 1970—after years as a fugitive from 1970-80, the charges were dropped against Ayers  and his wife, Bernadine Dohrn—they are still married--Ayres became a professor at the University of Illinois-Chicago, and she is a professor at Northwestern Law school—Ayres was a friend and neighbor of Barack Obama—this friendship became a campaign issue in 2008, showing that the 1960s were still “living” history
August 16-18—Woodstock Festival—outside Bethel, NY, with 32 performers and an estimated 500,000 participants—“print the legend”

October, 1969—2 million demonstrators in the Viet Nam Moratorium

May, 1970—the Kent State Massacre

THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT


1966—National Organization of Women (NOW) founded by Betty Freidan—published The Feminine Mystique in 1963—feminism—

August 26, 1970—demonstrations to celebrate 50th anniversary of the 19th amendment—“Sisterhood is Power”--


1972—National Women’s Political Caucus—attended by Fannie Lou Hamer--roles of women in the civil rights and anti-war movements became yet another struggle within the struggle—
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UNITED FARM WORKERS


Founded in 1965 by Caesar Chavez as a social movement—Delores Huerta—the grape boycott—became “la causa” and viva la huelga”—1966 March to Delano established the union—got support in 1968 from Bobby Kennedy--
GAY RIGHTS

June 28, 1969—the Stonewall Riots in NYC—police raided The Stonewall Inn, a gay club in Greenwich Village, owned—ironically—by the Genovese family, one of the “five families” in NYC--
NATIVE AMERICAN MOVEMENT—


1968—American Indian Movement (AIM) founded in Minneapolis by Dennis Banks and George Mitchell--



1969—the occupation of Alcatraz—


1973—Wounded Knee—in South Dakota, the town was seized and occupied by AIM

CONSUMER RIGHTS—there had been an issue over government “intervention” in evaluating products since The Jungle prompted passage of Meat Inspection Act and the Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906--as part of the distrust of private business, the consumer “rights” movement started, founded on the belief that companies would not “self-regulate”—in the past, individuals who had been harmed had to privately sue the manufacturer, making it very difficult to get any protection—often a conflict between state and federal jurisdictions, as private business tried to avoid any oversight
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1965—Unsafe at any Speed—published by young lawyer Ralph Nader, which detailed the opposition of car manufacturers to any safety devices—best known for the first chapter, The Sporty Corvair-The One-Car Accident", which described, using GM documents, how the car was designed not avoid rollovers without extra front stabilizer bars—showed that companies spent more for designs than for safety—GM President James M. Roche had to appear before Congress in March 22, 1966, to publicly apologize to Nader for trying to entrap him with call girls--Nader later successfully sued GM for excessive invasion of privacy and used the money from this case to lobby for consumer rights, leading to the creation the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency‎ and the Clean Air Act, among other things.
19

